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This year was very different, but...

didn't change.



Computer  Science  Resources

Teacher  Training,  Tools  &

Materials  to  Enhance

Elementary  &  Middle  School

Computer  Science  Courses

Boosting  Connectivity

Engineering  Academy

750+  7th  &  8th  Graders  

Designing,  Testing  &  Printing

Projects  for  Learning  Blade

Curriculum  &  Greenpower

Race  Car  using  3-D  printers

Our Work
Goblin  Kit  Cars  for  

4th  -  6th  Graders  Designing,

Building  &  Racing  Their  

Own  Goblin  Car.  

*Extension  of  the  

Greenpower  Program

Expanding  Greenpower

Contributed  to  the  Renovation  &

Expansion  of  the  Welding

Academy  from  20  Students  Per

Year  to  70  Students  in  

2020-2021  

Welding  Academy

1,744,233,619  Words  Read  by

Kindergarten  -  8th  Graders

Since  August  2018  &  

Invested  in  the  Purchase  of  

Brand-New  Non-Fiction  Books

District-Wide

Ramping  Up  Reading

Professional  Development  to  Increase

Teaching  Skills  &  Student

Engagement  in  an  Effort  to  Close  the

Achievement  Gap  in  Math  for  4,303

Pre-Kindergarten–5th  Graders

Decatur  Math  Initiative

Dream  Big  Students

Supporting  100+  

At-Risk  Students  with

Tools  for  Success  Upon

Graduation

Funded  920  of  1,300  

Verizon  MiFi  Devices  for

One  Month  during

Quarantine  in  the  

Spring  of  2020



It  won’t  be  the  same,  but  I  have  a  choice.  Should  I  accept

those  l imits,  or  should  I  embrace  the  potential  to  create

promising  outcomes?   I  have  chosen  the  latter.  

Is  everything  perfect?   Absolutely  not.  There  is  a  long

way  to  go.  There  will  be  lots  of  magical  moments  and

wins,  with  lots  of  failure.  Nonetheless,  I  will  fail  with  the

intention  of  finding  a  different  path  to  follow.  

The  students  are  excited  to  be  in  school,  whether  in-

person,  blended,  or  virtual.   Many  of  them  are  already

super  tech-savvy.   They  are  turning  their  cameras  on.

They  are  laughing.   One  thing  that  I  notice  almost  daily  is

when  I  dismiss  kids  to  their  next  class,  many  want  to  stick

around  and  just  talk  to  me.   Not  for  anything

academic….just  to  talk.   As  crazy  as  this  may  sound,  I  feel

like  I  can  relate  to  my  students  more  than  I  ever  have  in

my  entire  career.   I  am  learning  with  them.   I  am  growing

with  them.   I  hope  we  can  build  trust  for  one  another

throughout  this  time.  I  am  hopeful  for  a  better  tomorrow.  It  has  taught  me  that  plans  aren’t  as  important  as  I

thought,  that  kids  need  emotional  support  more  than  any

lesson,  and  that  I  am  capable  of  doing  (really)  hard

things.  

After  twenty-six  years  in  the  classroom,  I  felt  l ike  I  was  on

top  of  my  teaching  career.  However,  during  the  first  week

of  distance  learning,  I  felt  l ike  a  loser.   

I  told  my  principal,  “I  feel  l ike  a  first-year  teacher  again,

only  worse.”   His  response  stuck  with  me.   “It  feels  worse

because  you  have  built  years  of  what  has  worked  well  for

you,”  he  said.  He  then  followed  with,  “You  have  the

background  and  you  have  the  experience.”

I  considered  my  options.  Do  I  change  my  expectations?

Do  I  lower  them?  Do  I  overhaul  everything  for  the  sake  of

the  pandemic?   My  principal  told  me  to  keep  my

expectations  high  in  magnitude  and  low  in  rigidity.  The

conversation  ended  with  him  saying,  “I  know  Tina  Hill  can

do  it;  Tina  Hill  just  doesn’t  know  she  can  do  it.”

I  l istened.   Reflecting  on  the  first  semester,  I  have

realized  this  advice  has  transformed  my  students  and  me

into  agents  of  optimal  learning.   My  outstanding  co-

teacher,  Ms.  Emily  Hampton,  and  I  have  helped  each

other  broaden  our  scopes  to  provide  meaningful  and  fun

instruction.

For  the  longest  time,  I  viewed  distance  learning  as

limiting  my  quality  of  instruction.   I  thought,  “Well,  I

won’t  be  able  to  do  this  because  it  just  won’t  be  the  same

through  Google  Meetings.”  It  turns  out  I  was  right.

Our Difference Makers
We  are  so  happy  to  celebrate  these  individuals  as  our  Difference  Makers!  These  ladies  have  exhibited

extra  ordinary  resilience  during  one  of  our  most  challenging  years  and  we  salute  them.

Tina  Hill
7th  Grade  English  Language  Arts  Teacher

Decatur  Middle  School

Be ing a t e ach e r in 2 02 0 ha s
changed me . . .

Sometimes  they  need  a  l ittle  encouragement  to  do  right.

Since  2006  I  have  taken  this  role  to  heart.  Personal

relationships  with  students  and  faculty  is  why  I  love  my

job.  When  I  started  at  Cedar  Ridge  Middle  School,  Ken

Priest  was  there  to  mentor  me.  I  saw  how  he  interacted

with  his  peers  and  the  students  and  I  knew  I  could  make

an  impact  in  my  position  as  well.

I be l i e v e tha t e v e ry ch i l d ha s
th e r igh t t o ha v e s omeb ody in
th e i r c o rn e r . . .

Michelle  Matthews
Custodian

Austin  Junior  High  School



This  year  has  brought  its  own  set  of  challenges.  I  spent

the  first  half  of  the  year  taking  care  of  my  husband.  The

stress  of  working  in  a  pandemic,  on  top  of  worrying

about  infecting  him  made  me  turn  to  prayer  even  more

than  ever  before.  My  principal  supported  me  and  my  role

as  caretaker  but  still  allowed  me  to  fi l l  my  role  at  AJHS.

I  thank  God  for  allowing  me  to  work  in  a  place  where  I

had  so  much  support  from  faculty  and  friends.  After  my

husband's  sudden  passing  at  the  beginning  of  December

I  felt  the  love  even  more  from  my  AJHS  family.  I  could

never  thank  God  enough  for  placing  them  into  my  l ife

during  that  difficult  time.  

Everyday  I  come  to  work  I  try  to  show  love  through  my

words  and  actions.  Everybody  gets  a  smile  and  positive

encouragement  for  their  day.  I  pray  that  they  see  Jesus

through  me.  

building  as  long  as  I  have  been  a  media  specialist.  This

year  teachers  had  to  abandon  some  of  our  old  ways  to

engage  students  and  enrich  their  curriculum.  Technology

was  no  longer  something  a  teacher  might  see  as  a  fun

activity  on  Friday  afternoon.  It  was  critical  to  the  delivery

of  instruction  and  communication  to  parents  and

students.  The  engaging  tech  resources  that  some  thought

were  ‘extra”  suddenly  became  essential.  When  things

became  hard,  teachers  came  looking  for  help  and  I  made

sure  they  knew  I  was  glad  to  see  them  and  eager  to  help!

This  goes  for  students  and  parents  as  well!  

My  heart  goes  out  to  all  those  struggling.  The  pandemic

has  not  just  been  a  health  concern.  It  has  an  economic,

developmental  and  mental  health  impact.  I  am  so  happy

that  I  could  serve  as  an  important  resource  to  help

teachers  learn  and  manage  new  instructional  resources.  I

keep  track  of  all  the  devices  that  are  issued  and  help  with

troubleshooting  issues  or  putting  devices  in  for  repair.

The  DCS  IT  Team  has  been  fabulous  about  quick

response  to  questions  and  we  have  all  learned  so  much!  I

also  offer  direct  help  to  students  and  families  as  they

learn  about  and  best  use  the  wonderful  resources  DCS

has  provided  to  keep  our  students  learning  and  growing

though  this  difficult  time.  

The  investment  I  make  to  insure  students  and  teachers

stay  connected  and  can  confidently  utilize  the  best  tools

provided  by  Decatur  City  Schools  for  instruction  and

learning  will  have  lasting  impact  on  the  future-  for  our

students  and  our  community.   I  appreciate  the  Decatur

City  Schools  Foundation  and  its  contributors  for  their

tremendous  contribution  to  the  families  in  this

community.

Our  teachers  find  great  joy  in  seeing  students  gain

knowledge,  develop  interests,  create  new  things  and

grow  in  maturity.  DCS  has  the  benefit  of  teachers  with  a

wealth  of  content  knowledge  as  well  as  experience  in

classroom  management  and  strategies  to  reach  every

learner.  But  this  has  been  a  year  l ike  no  other  year.  We

have  been  stretched  to  be  more  adaptable.  We  have

been  challenged  to  meet  students  in  classrooms  and

online.   We  had  to  seek  out  and  find  powerful  new

methods  to  reach  students  when  our  tried  and  true

methodologies  were  not  always  effective  in  the  new

environment  of  social  distancing  or  online  learning.  

I  seized  on  the  pandemic  as  an  opportunity.  I  make  it  a

habit  to  model  grit,  resilience,  and  a  positive  attitude.  If

you  can  see  every  crisis  as  an  opportunity,  you  can  look

beyond  the  loss  and  seize  the  promise.  I  have  taught

technology  and  encouraged  tech  innovation  in  my  

I o f t e n t e l l pe op l e tha t I wo rk
w i th s ome o f th e be s t pe op l e
i n th e wo r l d . . .

Thank You DCS

Margaret  Greer

2019-2020  President

2020-2021  Board  Member

I  am  proud  to  have  been

a  part  of  Decatur  City

Schools  as  a  teacher  and

administrator  and  now  as

a  board  member  of  the

Decatur  City  Schools

Foundation.  However,  my

pride  has  been  elevated

to  new  heights  as  I  have

observed  their  dedicated

mission  of  continuing

“school”  through

unprecedented  times

during  this  pandemic.

I  am  so  thankful  to  everyone  who  plays  a  role  in  the

everyday  workings  of  “school.”  It  is  definitely  a  team

effort  and  everyone  involved  deserves  a  huge  THANK

YOU  from  this  community!  The  partnership  between

the  school  system  and  the  Foundation  is  a  win-win  for

Decatur!

- Margaret

Sally  Savas
Library  Media  Specialist

Oak  Park  Elementary  School



“Pepsi-Cola  Bottling  Company  has  an  85  year-

old  reputation  built  on  supporting  our

community.  There  is  a  strong  family  tradition  of

supporting  the  area  churches,  community

projects  and  schools.  Especially  schools.  By

investing  in  our  children’s  future  through  DCSF,

we  provide  an  enhanced  community  for  all  of  us.

We  are  proud  to  partner  with  Decatur  City

School  Foundation  in  supporting  all  of  our

students  in  the  community.”

Sandra Stephenson

Public Relations & Event Coordinator

Small Business Supporter

Demond  Garth,  Principal

Austin  High  School

Payroll  Deduction  Supporter

 "I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  a  principal

at  an  Elementary,  Middle,  Junior  High  and

High  School  in  Decatur  City.  I  have  seen  first

hand  how  our  financial  contributions  to  the

DCSF  directly  impact  our  students!   The  DCSF

truly  works  to  provide  for  all  students  in

Decatur  City  Schools."

"Cook’s  Pest  Control  is  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  invest  in  our  children’s  education  and

development  by  supporting  the  Decatur  City  Schools  Foundation.  Their  work,  including  continued

improvement  analysis,  student  achievement  initiatives,  and  career  readiness  programs,  is  important,

meaningful  work  worth  investing  in  for  our  children,  our  families,  and  our  community.  We  at  Cook’s

have  served  our  local  families,  businesses,  and  industry  for  93  years  and  continue  to  see  a  bright

future  for  Decatur,  due  in  large  part  to  our  collective  investments  in  the  next  generation."

Brian  Cook

President  &  CEO

Corporate  Supporter

Our Supporters

I 'm  sure  you've  heard  the  saying,  "these  are  unprecedented  times."  I  know  you  have.  

But  when  I  think  about  this  year,  I  believe  our  overarching  statement  should  be  "resilience."

Resilience  in  our  homes  as  parents  and  guardians  became  instructors.  Resilience  of  our

teachers  as  many  of  them  taught  virtually  for  the  first  time.  Resilience  of  our  students  as  they

adjusted  to  the  new  normal.  Resilience  of  our  technology  department  as  they  worked

countless  hours  supporting  all  of  Decatur  City  Schools.  And  so  on...

This  pandemic,  with  all  of  its'  turmoil  and  pain,  forced  us  out  of  our  comfort  zones  and  gave

birth  to  something  new.  We  will  never  be  the  same.  It  forced  us  to  become  out-of-the-box

thinkers  and  diligent  problem  solvers.  We  had  to  decide  whether  we  wanted  to  stay  stuck  in

an  "unprecedented"  time  or  be  resilient.  

I  choose  resilience.  I  think  we  all  have  and  for  that,  I  am  so  thankful.

Reflecting on this Year

- Stevi
Stevi  Price

Executive  Director



Anonymous

Fite Building Company

Kiwanis Club of Decatur

Plastic Recyclers Southeast

Redstone Federal Credit Union

Rotary Club of Decatur

BRONZE PARTNER 

$1,000 - $2,499

Building Construction Associates

Jason Palmer - State Farm Agency

Kelly Services

Kohl's

Lee Lott

TVA

United Launch Alliance

SILVER PARTNER 

$2,500 - $4,999

BBVA Compass Foundation

Lynn C. & Anne Fowler

Red Sage Communications*

Douglas Shoemaker

Drew & Mary Ila Ward

PARTNER 

UP TO $999

Alabama Bass Trail

Hardy Chiropractic

George & Margaret Greer

Tracey & Amanda Hendrix

Allen Johnson

Melanie Maples by Cynthia McCarty

DISTINGUISHED PARTNER

$25,000 & ABOVE

PLATINUM PARTNER

$10,000 - $14,999
Bank Independent

Decatur Morgan Hospital*

International Paper Foundation

Lynn Layton Ford*

Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company

Renasant Bank & Renasant Asset                  

Management

The Baker Foundation

Skip & Margie Thompson

Wells Fargo Foundation

3M Foundation

Alabama Farmers Cooperative

Boeing

Cook's Pest Control, Inc.

Indorama Ventures Xylenes & PTA

Nucor Steel

State of Alabama

GOLD PARTNER

$5,000 - $9,999

CAMPAIGN  2019  -  2024

HONOR ROLL $50 - $99

ACADEMIC SUPPORTER $25 - $49 

Carmen Schrenkel

DEAN'S LIST $100 - $249

Matthew & Julia Young

Bruce & Marianne McLellan

SALUTATORIAN $250 - $499

Brad & Penny Townson

Fred & Dorothy Ann Webster

Sandra Sandlin

FRIENDS OF 

THE FOUNDATION

HONORARIUMS

MEMORIALS
Dr. Michael Carr by George and Margaret Greer

In-Kind Donation *

Tim & Cathy Smalley

Lynn & Carol Ozier

Chris & Ruth Priest

Mary Malone

Aimee Williams

GENERAL SUPPORTERS: INDIVIDUALS

Frederick Abernathy

Tiffany Abernathy

Lila Ackley

Beth  Adams

Jere  Adcock

Christy Anders

Jennifer Anderson

Terrius Ashford

LeeAnn Baggett

Rachel Bailey

Terri Banks

Robin Barker

Lindsey Barnett

Sarah Barton

Kristie Beamon

Michelle Belovsky

Jennifer Blevins

Michael Bobbitt

Kathleen Borden

Pamela Bowling

Dustin Box

Keith Bozeman

Joyce Braden

Pam Brannon

Nancy Brewer

Vicki Burks

Sandra Burleson

Kay Bush

Zachary Cameron

Regan Carpenter

Sharon Cater

Tamara Caudle

Alyssa Cerge

Ressa Chittam

Danielle Chouinard

Mark Christopher

Kristi Clark

Anita  Clarke

Robin Clay

Lindsey Cloud

Isabella Coffell

Wendy Coffey

Elisa Coker

Hannah Collier

Bart Collins

Heather Coon

Donna Cooper

Mearia Cooper

Molly Cranston

Linda D'Antonio

Beth Ann Davis

Brenda Davis

Ruby De La Pena

Annie Diaz

Amber Dudley

Karen Duke

Leslie Dutton

Kelly Dutton

Melisa Dutton

Jennifer Edwards

Ronrico Edwards

Emily Elam

Heather Eledge

Yvette Evans

Shawnta Fleming

Susan Forton

Janet Foster

Taylor Foutz

Melissa Gann

Maria Garrison

Demond Garth

Dalia Gerardo-Rendon

Teresa Gholston

Alison Gilchrist

Tracy Glenn

Angie Glover

Odis Goode

Jessica Grantland

Beth Green

Beth Hales

Susan Hamilton

Aundrea Hanson

Nancy Hasting

Elizabeth Hastings

Kirsten Hawkins

Wimbreth Hayes

Bridgett Hayes

Beth Hellebrand

Jake Hembree

Sarah Henderson

Jackie Hendrickson

Natasha Hereford

Melissa Herring

Rebekah Higgins

Mary Bulger Hillis

Joanna Holcomb

Trina Horton

Patricia Huff

Shelley Hughes

Kimberly Irelan

Mandy Irvin

Carol Irvine

Melanie Isbell

Amy Jackson

Teddi Jackson

Dana Jetton

Whitney Johnson

Angela Johnson

Deede Jones

Judy Joseph

Anna Kennedy

Rachel King

Noel King

Devin Marcel Lacy

Ashley Lawrence

Whitney Lawrence

Jenny Letson

Jessica Lindsey

Mollie Linley

Anna Lloyd

Porshia Lockhart

Tammy Locklear

Tamera Lowe-Preer

Sarah Malinowski

Amber Bates



Our Financials

 
88%

 
8%

 
4%

BUSINESS & CORPORATION

AmazonSmile

Decatur Utilities

Indorama Ventures Xylenes & PTA

Kroger Corporate

Nowlin, Bachuss & Gray Law Firm

Payless Pharmacy 

The Reeves Law Firm

Simpson's Florist

St. John's Episcopal Church

Joshua Marshall

Joy Holcomb Martin

Joel McCay

Anna McCollum

David McCollum

Stephanie McElrath

Kathy McGinnis

Tracie McPhillips

Janet Mendenhall

Melanie Milligan

Emily Millwood

Elizabeth Milner

Dorothy Montgomery

Maxie Morris

Angela Reed Moses

Arnetra Nance

Missey Nichols

Missy Olinger

Misty Oliver

Elizabeth Orr

Sharon Paradise

Tammy Parker

Megan Parker

Natalie Parker-McDaniel

Gladys L. Patterson

Kimberly A. Patterson

Jenipher Patterson

Leah Payne

Leah Peete

Rachel Pendergrass

Melissa Penley

James Penley

Robyn Penuelas

Trevor Pharris

Beth Polhemus

Rachel Poovey

Shannon Posey

Tera Pressnell

Datie Priest

Joe & Kristen Propst

Melissa Putman

Karen Richardson

Benja Ringler

Jennie Roberts

Erin Roberts

Allison Sain

Iliana Salazar

Karen Sales

Kent Sanders

Dwight Satterfield

Sarah Savas

Julia Senn

Sadi Shannon

Teresa Shaver

Wanda Shaw

Debra Shelton

Antoinette Sisco-Williamson

Tyler Skinner

Chassity Smith

Cheryl Smith

Chris Smith

Felicia Smith

Lauren Smith

Don Snow Jr.

Michael Snyder

Loutrina Staley

Frankie Strong

Lisa Sturges

Elizabeth Summerford

Kim Szczepanski

Danielle Terry

Mary Catherine Thibodeaux

Suzanne Thompson

Tara Thorne

Cassandra Thrower

Anita Towe

Mary Travers

John Turnage

Stefanie Underwood

Suzanne Vermeire

Stephanie Vickers

Tara Vincent

Stella Lanier Walker

Kim Wallace

Kaye Walraven

Kelly Ward

Melanie Warner

Michelle Washington

Sara Watkins

Elizabeth Webb

Emily White

Susan White

Eddie Whitehead

Shannon Whitfield-McCaskey

Kimberly Wilkinson

Emily Williams

Jennifer Williams

Angela Willingham

Marshall Wise

Ginger Wood

Felicia Woodruff

Lesley Wortham

Monica Wright

Phyllis Wright

Megan Youngblood

Michele Zuback-Keahey

Funds Invested
Contact  us  at  (256)  616-1734  for  a  copy  of  our  Annual  Audit  or  Form  990.

$966,541

Programs
88% Fund  

Development

8

General &  

Administrative

%4

%

GENERAL SUPPORTERS: INDIVIDUALS

With  the  uncertainty  facing  us  all,  the

Foundation’s  Board  of  Directors  never

questioned  the  generosity  of  our

donors.  Thank  you  to  each  of  you  for

your  confidence  in  the  work  we  do.  It

is  truly  l ife  changing  for  our  students.

The  programs  and  resources  the

Foundation  funds  are  building  an

educational  system  to  support  current

and  future  students  in  the  Decatur

City  Schools  district.  I  am  proud  of  the

work  of  our  staff  that  brought  us  to

this  point  and  grateful  for  every  dollar

donated  by  each  of  our  benefactors.   

Together,  we  have  helped  over  8,000  students  and  assisted  in

maintaining  equity  in  the  classroom.  Thank  you  for  making  this

possible.

Penny  Townson

2019  -  2020  Vice  President

2020-2021  President

- Penny

To Our Donors



Margaret Greer, President

Penny Townson, Vice President

Drei Marthaler, Treasurer

Zach Starnes, Secretary

Ashley Ashwander

Doug Bachuss

Jerry Baker

Ressa Chittam

Toni Douglas

Venessa Edmonds

Charlotte Gregory

Jason Palmer

Ruth Priest

Devan Rigoni

Our Team

P.O. Box 1224

Decatur, AL 35602

(256) 616-1734  info@decaturcsf.org  www.decaturcsf.org

THE DECATUR CITY SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

2019-2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EX-OFFICIO BOARD MEMBERS

Dr. Michael Douglas, Superintendent

Michele Gray King, President, Board of Education

Parent Teacher Organization President

STAFF 

Stevi Price, Executive Director

Mary McRee, Office Manager 

Jesslyn Reeves, Content Specialist

Tour the Career Academies of Decatur from the

comfort of your home! Simply hover over the QR

code as if to snap a picture. The link will appear. 


