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Our mission is to promote and enhance educational excellence for all students in 
Decatur City Schools.



Mill ion Word Challenge

End-of-the-Year
Celebration

March Madness

DCS Institute Day

In August, DCS leadership hosts an event to kick-off the new school year. This year
they asked us to make it extra special by providing a surprise. We were certainly up
for the challenge! With the generous support of  our donors, our school liaison
committee put together an outstanding goodie bag filled with items such as a free
carwash to delicious restaurant gift cards and school supplies!

Career Academies
Furniture

Teacher 
Mini-Grants

DCS STEM Bus

Rollin' into STEM is a new DCS  initiative. This mobile STEM lab or "STEM Bus" will
serve our 12 elementary schools and local neighborhoods. It will have the capacity to
provide learning opportunities for 45 students at a time. Our goal is to expose
students to enhanced STEM education and make learning come to life through
hands-on activities.

DCS faculty and staff are super heroes! After the rollercoaster of initial COVID
struggles, we knew  DCS employees needed a little lift. We were pleased to
celebrate them with an end-of-the-year celebration in May of 2022. Lunch was
provided to all and DCS leadership recognized and honored retirees.

We love celebrating reading success! Students who read 1 million words during the
school year are rewarded with a Million Word Reader t-shirt. 3rd through 8th
graders who exceed 1M words not only receive a t-shirt, but also a gift card! This
year we were fortunate enough to have 140 students read 1 million words or more
and a student from Austinville Elementary and one from Austin Middle School read
5 million words!

We are proud to provide funding for furniture that will go into the new building at
the Career Academies of Decatur. These furniture pieces will provide multiple
functions for mixed use spaces and that's a major plus! When parent or industry
nights are hosted there, they have the ability to change the room to accommodate
the need.

March Madness is a competitive reading initiative of the Million Word Challenge. We
recognize the top class at each of our elementary and middle schools. The class with
the most average words read per student, earn a pizza and cookie party. It is tons of
fun and these students enjoy the friendly competition and celebration (while
increasing their reading proficiency)!

Our Work

 



Automotive Academy

Robotics

Teacher Mini-Grants

Teacher 
Mini-Grants

CoderZ is an online coding platform that combines STEM, computer science, and
critical life skills. This program provides award-winning STEM courses that make
learning feel like a game! Kids develop hard and soft skills as they play their way
through fun bite-sized missions. The 3D robots bring coding to life. 

Wetland's Edge
Environmental Center

Our Work

 

Greenpower USA

It is always enjoyable visiting all 17 of our schools. It is even more enjoyable
delivering checks to each of them! We are happy to facilitate the Senator Arthur Orr
teacher min-grants. This year we provided support for 400 teachers. Applications
for this open late spring.

With an increase of automotive manufacturing in Alabama, we know continued
investment in career technology is a must! This year we were thrilled to secure
funding for the Career Academies of Decatur's Automotive Academy. These funds
provided them the opportunity to purchase much needed tools and supplies.

Greenpower is an exciting hands-on STEM activity where students learn to design,
build and race their own battery powered racecar. Decatur City Schools hosted
Decatur's first regional Greenpower race in April of 2022 and we look forward to
hosting this event again this April. 

Wetland's Edge Environment Center (WEEC) is the culmination of a partnership
between IVXP (formerly BP) and Decatur City Schools to offer students a chance to
learn about nature "up close and personal." All of our schools have the
opportunity to visit WEEC and experience what this program has to offer. 

School Entrances

Thanks to the Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of Commerce's Partners in
Education and Bonnie Plants, we were able to spruce up the front entrances of all of
our schools. It made for a nice welcoming not only for the faculty, staff and students,
but for the families touring our elementary schools for kindergarten orientation
night! 
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*Total funding to DCS includes funds secured by DCSF, but paid directly to DCS. 
Contact us at (256) 616-1734 for a copy of our Annual Audit or Form 990.
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To Our Donors

The economic downturn has threatened the existence
of many nonprofits nationwide. While most nonprofits
hope to only sustain and survive, the Foundation has
thrived. To be able to reach our fundraising goal for
the Believe Grow Achieve Campaign during these
recessionary times is a truly incredible
accomplishment. I attribute this to the hard work of
our staff, as well as the generosity and commitment to
education in our community. It is an honor serve on
the Foundation board of directors and witness these
qualities firsthand.

Thank you to all of our donors for having the
confidence in the Foundation to make a difference in
our community. With your support we will continue to
promote and enhance educational opportunities for
all DCS students.

The Foundation staff and board
of directors would like to
express our deepest gratitude
for your continued support.
The special projects and
programs outlined in this
report would not be possible
without your generous
contributions. Drei Marthaler

2022-2023 President

Tour the Career Academies of Decatur
from the comfort of your home! Simply
hover over the QR code as if to snap a

picture. The link will appear.



We are hoping to have the bus completed by the end of
March. It will primarily provide STEM experiences to our
elementary students. Additionally, it will serve as a hands-on
professional development model for our teachers. We have
also partnered with several companies in the area to provide
workforce development to parents while their students are
experiencing STEM on the bus! 

I am very excited to finish this project and cannot wait to see
the impact it will have on our students and community!

Not long after my visit, Governor Kay Ivey passed a set of
digital literacy mandates ensuring that all elementary
students received computer science education and all
secondary students had the option to take a course in their
school. 

After the passage of this legislation, I was hopeful to get our
very own STEM bus rollin'. I quickly received approval from
DCS leadership. Then I worked with the foundation on
securing funds. 

Faith Plunkett
Elementary Instructional Technology

I had the pleasure of visiting
Osceola County Schools in
Florida a few years ago. They
had a mobile STEM lab that
was utilized at their schools
and throughout their
community. I quickly fell in love
with this initiative and was
eager to bring it to Decatur
City Schools (DCS). 

Impact Spotlight

Increased College and Career Readiness to 93%, up from

61% in 2018

Addition of HVAC dual enrollment opportunity in

partnership with Calhoun Community College

Establishment of a Heavy Equipment Operation Academy

NASA HUNCH program where parts for the International

Space Station are manufactured in the Precision

Machining Academy

Construction on a tiny home is almost complete

Establishment of a regional Greenpower race here in

Decatur

Up and coming pre-EPIC process technology dual

enrollment program in partnership with Calhoun

Community College

Student selected as the state treasurer for Alabama

SkillsUSA

Health Occupations Students of America (HOSA) has 16

finalists heading to state competition

The faculty and staff of the Career Academies of Decatur
(CAD) are working diligently to prepare the next generation
of our workforce. CAD provides multiple ways for a student to
gain industry relevant expertise and certifications. They can
also earn credits towards a two or four year degree. 

The Foundation has had the privilege of partnering with CAD
to establish and sustain these opportunities. Here are their
recent accomplishments:

Rollin' Into STEM



Alabama Bass Trail
Hardy Chiropractic 
Tracey & Amanda Hendrix
Allen Johnson

Friends of the Foundation

DIAMOND PARTNER
$100,000 - $249,999
3M Foundation
Boeing
Nucor
Representative Terri Collins

PLATINUM PARTNER
$50,000 - $99,999
Indorama Ventures Xylenes & PTA

DISTINGUISHED PARTNER
$250,000 - ABOVE
Senator Arthur Orr

GOLD PARTNER
$10,000 - $49,999
Alabama Farmers Cooperative
Bank Independent
Cook's Pest Control
Daniel Foundation of Alabama
Decatur Morgan Hospital *
International Paper Foundation
Lynn Layton Ford *
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company
Renasant Bank & Park Place Capital
Representative Parker Moore
The Baker Foundation
Skip & Margie Thompson
TVA
Wells Fargo Foundation

SILVER PARTNER
$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Fite Building Company
Harris, Caddell, & Shanks, P.C.
Kiwanis Club of Decatur
Plastic Recyclers Southeast
Redstone Federal Credit Union
Rotary Club of Decatur

BRONZE PARTNER
$1,000 - $4,999
Air Products & Chemicals
BCA General Contractors
Lynn & Anne Fowler
Jason Palmer - State Farm Agency
Bill and Denise Jordan
Kelly Services
Kohl's
Lee Lott
PNC Foundation
Red Sage Communications *
P. Douglas Shoemaker
United Launch Alliance
Drew & Mary Ila Ward

PARTNER
UP TO $999

* In-Kind Donation

CAMPAIGN 2019 - 2024

VALEDICTORIAN
$500 & UP
Nucor
Pugh, Wright, McAnally

DEANS LIST
$100 - $249
Progress Bank & Trust
First Baptist of Decatur
First Bible Church
Eagle Consulting
Decatur Coca-Cola Bottling Co.
Milo's
MeritHouse Realty
GE Appliances
Decatur Morgan Hospital
Julie Perry, Redstone Family Realty

HONOR ROLL
$50 - $99
Freida Perry, Redstone Family Realty
Clint Peters, EXP Realty
Joy Carton, Parker Real Estate

HONORARIUMS & MEMORIALS
In Honor of Roger Schabel
  by Julie Perry
In Honor of Ken & Kelly Hayes
  by Julie Perry
In Honor of Jackson & Amelia Tanner
  by Ronnie & Vicki Dukes
In Memory of Thomas Massey
  by John & Annah Joseph
In Memory of Marla Carr Lang
  by Kelly Elmore
In Memory of Dr. Charles Howard
  by Ran & Betty Pickell

https://crm.bloomerang.co/Constituent/29881


Missy Olinger
Misty Oliver
Elizabeth Orr
Verena Owsley
Sharon Paradise
Megan Parker
Tammy Parker
Natalie Parker-McDaniel
Michelle Partain
Gladys L. Patterson
Jenipher Patterson
Kimberly A. Patterson
Leah Payne
Leah Peete
Melissa Penley
James W Penley
Robyn Dean Penuelas
Trevor Pharris
Shannon Phoenix
Loutecia Pickett
Beth Polhemus
James Ponter
Shannon Woodall Posey
Tera Pressnell
Melissa Putman
Karen LaToshia Richardson
Benja James Ringler
Erin Roberts
Jennie C. Roberts
Allison Sain
Iliana Salazar
Karen Sales
Kent Sanders
Dwight Satterfield
Sarah Savas
Sadi Bess Shannon
Teresa Shaver
Wanda Faye Shaw
Amy Shelley
Debra Shelton
Antoinette Sisco-Williamson
Chassity Smith
Cheryl Smith
Chris Smith
Felicia Sloan Smith
Lauren Smith
Chuck Smith
Don B. Snow Jr.
Michael Snyder
Frankie Strong
Lisa Sturges
Elizabeth Summerford
Kristen Swinea
Kim Szczepanski
Deonza Tanner
Danielle Terry
Jessica Terry
Mary Catherine Thibodeaux
Suzanne Thompson
Anita Towe
Mary Travers
John Turnage

Stefanie Underwood
Angela Varrichio
Suzanne Vermeire
Stephanie Vickers
Natalie Walker
Kim Wallace
Kaye Walraven
Kelly Keith Ward
Opal Michelle Washington
Sara Watkins
Elizabeth Webb
Emily White
Susan White
Eddie Whitehead
Shannon Whitfield-McCaskey
Kimberly Michelle Wilkinson
Jennifer Christy Williams
Deandrea Williams
Marshall Wise
Ginger Wood
Lesley Wortham
Monica G Wright
Phyllis Wright
Megan Youngblood
Michele Zuback-Keahey

General Supporters: 
Corporations

AmazonSmile
Decatur Morgan Hospital
Decatur Utilities
Indorama Ventures Xylenes & PTA
Jason Palmer - State Farm Agency
Kroger Corporate
Nowlin, Bachuss & Gray Law Firm
Payless Pharmacy
Plastic Recyclers Southeast, Inc.
Polaris
Pugh Wright McAnally, Inc.
Reeves Law Firm
St. John's Episcopal Church
Tucker, Scott, Bell & Marthaler CPA

General Supporters: Individuals

Frederick Abernathy
Tiffany Abernathy
Lila Ackley
Jere D. Adcock
Lynda Adcock
Christy Anders
Terrius Ashford
LeeAnn Baggett
Rachel Bailey
Terri Banks
Sarah Barton
Kristie Radcliffe Beamon
Michelle Belovsky
Jennifer Blevins
Kristi Borden
Pamela Bowling
Dustin Box
Keith Bozeman
Joyce A. Braden
Pam Brannon
Nancy Brewer
Serena Brizic
Sandra G. Burleson
Adonnaca Burton
Kay Bush
Wendi Busing
Zachary Cameron
Regan Carpenter
Tamara Caudle
Ressa Chittam
Danielle Chouinard
Kristi Clark
Anita A. Clarke
Robin Clay
Lindsey Cloud
Isabella Coffell
Wendy Coffey
Bart Collins
Heather Coon
Donna Cooper
Mearia Cooper
Molly Cranston
Linda L. D'Antonio
Brenda R. Davis
Wanda Davis
Ruby De La Pena
Annie Diaz
Amber Dudley
Kelly Dutton
Leslie C. Dutton
Melisa Dutton
Jennifer Edwards
Ronrico Edwards
Heather Eledge
Yvette Evans
Shawnta Fleming
Susan K Forton
Taylor Foutz
Melissa Gann
Maria Garrison
Demond Garth
Dalia Gerardo-Rendon

Teresa Gholston
Alison Gilchrist
Tracy Glenn
Angie Glover
Jessica Grantland
Beth Green
Susan Hamilton
Aundrea Davis Hanson
Kelly Harper
Felicia Harper-Morris
Nancy Lee Hasting
Elizabeth Hastings
Alana Haughaboo
Kirsten Hawkins
Bridgett Hayes
Wimbreth H. Hayes
Beth Hellebrand
Sarah Henderson
Jackie Hendrickson
Melissa Herring
Rebekah Lynn Higgins
Mary Bulger Hillis
Joanna Holcomb
Trina Horton
Patricia Huff
Shelley Hughes
Kimberly Irelan
Mandy Irvin
Carol Irvine
Melanie Suzan Isbell
Amy Jackson
Teddi Jackson
Trinita Johnson
Deede Jones
Amanda Killough
Rachel King
Devin Marcel Lacy
Ashley Elizabeth Lawrence
Whitney Lawrence
Jenny Letson
Jessica Lindsey
Mollie Linley
Anna Lloyd
Porshia Lockhart
Tammy Locklear
Tamera Lowe-Preer
Sarah Malinowski
Joel McCay
Anna McCollum
Stephanie McElrath
Kathy McGinnis
Janet K. Mendenhall
Melanie Milligan
Lauren Mills
Elizabeth Kay Milner
Dorothy Montgomery
Roseanna Morgan
Maxie Nicole Morris
Angela Reed Moses
Arnetra Nance
James Newton
Missey Nichols
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Our Team
The Decatur City Schools Foundation 
2021-2022 Board of Directors

Zach Starnes, President
Drei Marthaler, Vice President
Ressa Chittam, Secretary
Matt Young, Treasurer
Ashley Ashwander
Jim Brown
Adriana Denby
Toni Douglas
Cara Elliott
Margaret Greer
Ruth Priest
Denny Smith
Chris Story
Brandon Watkins

Staff
Stevi Price, Executive Director
Mary McRee, Office Manager
Jesslyn Reeves, Content Specialist


